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THE SONG OF THE BUILDERS 


THe ELDER BRETHREN, in the Silence of Armistice Day, are heard singing © 
Loving the builder’s art, we raise the House of Love, 
Whercin shall enter those that prove 
Humble and pure of heart. 
Stars in our foreheads shine, and each untiring hand, 
High as the Architeét has planned, 
Fulfils the whole design. 
God’s will is manifest, and we behold His face: 
To build His everlasting place— 
This is our perfect rest. 


| ‘THE YOUNGER GENERATION reply: 

Learning the builder’s trade with our apprentice hand, 
Brothers, we strive to understand, 

And make as you have made. 
Bound in the same employ, our hope with yours is one: 
To lay, with patience, stone by stone— 

This is our work of joy. 
Weary with having striven, we see, as darkness falls, 
Uprise, beyond our broken walls, 

Your gleaming towers of Heaven. 


Chorus of Bora WORLDS ¿in unison: 

City of love and joy and peace! 

The daily tale of thine increase 
To God is builded. 

Our life—a single song of praise 

Of mortal and immortal days— 
To Him is yielded ; 

And evermore His Name is blest 

In joyful work and perfect rest. 
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“SO AS BY FIRE” 


THE: Anniversary of the Armistice on November 11 each year—al least to the 
end of our days—brings special remembrance of the Elder Brethren to us who knew 
them, Jt is a fitting time for Toc H, as a whole, to remind itself of that one among 
them from whom it takes its name. The story of GILBERT TALBOT 1۲ great, not 
merely for its own sake, but just because there were so many like him. He flands 
here as a type (in countless other instances repeated) of a fine career violently put 
about on a new course by the crash of 1914, of natural gifts suddenly called into their 
له[‎ play, of natural faults purged “so as by fire,” of a noble promise of life 
brought swiftly to its noblest, unforeseen fulfilment. And the flory which follows is 
told by the pen which above all others one would have chosen for the task: it is the 
‘tory of Mr. Valiant told by Mr. Great-heart. HENRY Scorr HOLLAND, Canon 
of Christ Church, and Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford, knew GILBERT 
[ArsOT fativately, as a family friend, from childhood, watched him at school, was 
in closest touch with him at the University. When the War came “ Scorry "— 
himself s0 gloriously young in mind, but far past the age of attive service—san bis 
fiends go from “ poor forlorn Oxford," and the news of their deaths, one after 
another, ruck him blow upon blow from which he never recovered. He died in 
March, 1918, as the last * Big Push” was beginning. No one who ever met him 
will forget the humour in bis face, the passionate crescendo of his ulterance—one 
telling phrase tumbling out after another, his vehemence against all social wrong, 
Mis deep tenderness. Ln the memory he will always remain as one of those that 
“grow not old.” : 

_ This account of GILBERT TALBOT was published in 1916, in the second series of 
Canoa SCOTT HOLLAND’S “ Notes on the War,” entitled “ So as by Fire ”—a 
little book now out of print, but not deserving to be ont of mind. We are grateful 
fo the publishers, Messrs. Wells Gardner, Darton € Co., for their courteous per- 
mission to reprint these pages in the Journal. 


ATE had not thought of tragedy for Gilbert. Somehow that had never 

V entered into the dream that we dreamed of him. There was a lightness, 
a treshness, a buoyancy about him that told always of life to come. He was 
so young : and so ready for the frolic of being alive: and so alert and brimming 
and radiant. He took things gaily as they came along : and was ready for them 
all. He enjoyed the daily business of living with most hearty relish: and was 
always in the thick of it: and revelled in its activities and humour: and could 
talk it all over for ever and ever: and was keen for any debate that was going : 
and rollicked in the free play of wits: and loved argument and chaff, and social 
intercourse of every shade and shape: and could never tire of the good fellow- 
ship of old and young alike. He was alive at every porc. 

And then there was so much high promise. He had the special gifts that 
carry men to the front places. He was wonderfully ready and eftective in all 
forms of expression, whether by speech or writing. He always told at once. 
While a boy at Winchester he wrote a letter to an evening London paper, which 
wore an air of such weight and dignity that it drew into the field the leading 
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Liberal organiser, in the belief that he was dealing with somebody of quite 
special importance, to the immense amusement of Gilbert’s friends. On leaving 
school he wrote an article for one of the Monthlies on Public School Life and 
Morality, which was not only extremely felicitous in style, but was singularly 
wise, and strong, and complete. He seemed so young in himself ; but he wrote 
with a curious profundity on a matter of this kind. And the same note of 
paternal experience would often amuse the Union, as, in his boyish lightness of 
demeanour, he spoke as a father to his boys, out of the authority of one who had 
seen and known a larger world than they. The truth was that he loved getting 
to principles, and had great grips on moral standards, and a very keen psycholo- 
gical insight. He analysed motives admirably, and had a remarkably good 
judgment on praétical perplexities. 1 once called him in to advise a father on 
a very perilous and complicated bit of school ethics, and I was immensely 
impressed with his combination of courage and wisdom. He was perfeétly clear 
and strong in his judgment ; yet gave consideration all round : and took his part 
with an authority and a force that could not be bettered He had shown 
splendid moral courage at school, and had dedicated himself for several years, 
first by careful planning and then by the exercise of authority, as head of his 
house and prefect, to purging school life of its pollutions, and to relieving the 
smaller boys from fear of wrong. He was as clear and firm as a rock on all such 
matters: and had been singularly brave in giving his principles public and 
practical force. Whenever I was tempted to criticise his airy and careless loose- 
ness of manner, I used to recall this noble record of his in an arena so daunting 
and difficult as the big life of a great public school. 


WRITER AND SPEAKER. 


His capacity in writing was shown at its best, at the close of his Oxford career, 
by the sketch which he was invited to write for The Times of the Prince of Wales’s 
career in the University. It was just right. It was very real and true: it had 
no humbug: it was perfectly happy in touch and tonc. 

But his fame, of course, had been won rather in speaking than writing. And, 
no doubt, here lay his special excellence. It brought him to the front in what- 
ever company he found himself. He was really irrepressible. Whatever society 
or club he joined, he became at once its secretary or its chairman. He inevitably 
spoke for it. He could do it so easily, so quickly, with such felicity, with so 
much effet. He had the style, the equipment, the manner, to perfection. He 
already wore all the air of a leader of his party, and was in delightful command 
of himself and the situation. Hewas at his happiest in pure debate. He seized 
on the weaknesses of his adversary with really marvellous acuteness. He had 
his own points admirably ranged and handled. ‘They were valid and clear, and 
precise. And he backed them with materials which he scemed always to have 
ready to hand. At his best, in all this debating business, he was really first rate. 
He made everything that he said tell for its full value. 

He showed this power not only in his favourite field, the Union, but when, 
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a in his Freshman’s year, he ventured to counter Mr. Belloc, afte 
[aus oo Rome, e 
à 1 an s k aristianity which the 
fenders were showing themselves but poorly able to repel. 

As a debater he would certainly have gone far in after life. And he had high 
political ambitions. He saw visions of a better social order. He hoped for 
great things. His ideal chicf was Mr. Arthur Balfour, at whose feet he sat. He 
delighted in what may be called the Cecilian temper—its alert and free intellec- 
tuality, its dialeétical acuteness, its logical penetration and invincible courage. 
But he also cared deeply for the large human causes that drew all hearts together 
towork for the better day. And this is what gave for him such a large attraction 
to Mr. Lloyd George. Ever since the visit of the famous Welshman to Oxford 
tor his address to the Union, while Gilbert was President, a most singular friend- 
ship was struck up between them. The older man would pour out his soul to the 
young fellow, telling him of his hopes of a Social Policy in which all parties 
might unite, so that, in twenty years, they might change the face of England in 
town and country. i. 

Gilbert found himself irresistibly fascinated by this personal charm. Fora 
time he fell back on Mr. Hyde and Dr. Jekyll as a reconciling interpretation of 
the man whom he knew and the Limchouse orator : but, after a time, even this 
explanation went under. Only two days before his death he wrote to Mr. 
Lloyd George a delightful and intimate letter, telling him of the deep gratitude 
to him for his work on Munitions that was going up from the hearts of soldiers 
in the trenches who once had hardly been able to bear the sound of his name: 
and recalling again the visions of national welfare which he had opened out for 
him to follow. Mr. Lloyd George had only just read the letter, when he caught 


sight of Gilbert’s name in the Roll of Honour. 


ANSWERING THE CALL. 


For it was to be a deeper note, after all, that was to be struck. Our hopes, 
e—a life that held in it such 


our anticipations, our dreams had been all of life 
promise, such opportunities. Right across this came suddenly at a stroke the 
higher call, the gallant response, the swift silence of death, on the field of honour, 
in the hour of glory. He had given himself to the new obligation with dramatic 
decisiveness. For he had just started with a friend, Geoffrey Colman, for his 
great world tour, every detail of which had been carefully arranged for months 
before. The War broke out while they were crossing the Atlantic. They knew 
it first by the cheering and the bands with which the arrival of their ship was met 
at Quebec. They spent but six hours on land, and took the next steamer Straight 
away home. Both joined the Rifle Brigade with which Gilbert was associated 
P uncle General Neville Lyttelton, and by his brother Neville, Fellow of 

alliol. 

He set himself to the unusual training and discipline, and proved to be an 
exccllent officer. His innate gift of leadership showed itself at once. He 
especially won the confidence of his men by his open talk to them about all 
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he wanted them to do and know. On being asked, in his military examination, 
what would be his first a& when placing his platoon in a post of danger ? he 
said: “ I should call them all up and tell them what they were expected to do.” 
This was exactly right, and singularly characteristic of the man. He gained 
greatly himself under the Stress ; he shed much of his careless disarray and 
casualness. He learned to concentrate. He lived no longer with “loose 
sleeves." He deepened in character. He thought more of others. He steadily 
got his own soul ready for the risks that he quite surely saw before him. 

After the endless months, as they seem, of preparation, the last act came 
swiftly on. His Battalion was among the first of the New Army to be sent up to 
the front firing line. His brother Neville, who had been acting chaplain to his 
old regiment, saw him before and after his first bout in the trenches, and was 
Struck again with the quick way in which Gilbert occupied the ground among 
his mates. He always took the lead; it all buzzed round him; it was “Gil- 
bert " here and “Gilbert ? there, and “ Gilbert " everywhere. 

THE SUPREME SACRIFICE. 

After his first bout was over, he and his lot were ordered to hold one of those 
awful craters which a mine had blown out in front of Hooge. They held it, and 
had just come out of it, when the murderous attack with liquid fire recaptured 
it. They were turned back at once, after two hours’ sleep, half away home, to 
re-march the eight miles already covered, and to be ready for the counter-attack 
on the captured trench. With nothing but that cup of tea, after the marching, 
they had to work their way by a communication trench through a wood that 
was being heavily shelled, and then rush an open one hundred and fifty yards. 
Gilbert's platoon had to lead the attack. He deployed his men on the edge of 
the wood, and made them lie down in a low ditch, until the artillery preparation 
was over. At the sound of five whistles, they were to make the rush. The 
whistles blew. Gilbert rose at once and leapt forward, crying: ‘‘ Come along, 
lads, now's your time!” But the platoon had lost heavily in the wood, and, 
what with this and the tumult, only twelve men could be found to follow him. 
He ran forward pointing the way with his arm, bidding his servant to kecp closc 
up with him. He was hit by a bullet in the neck. He fell: gave a smile to his 
servant, Nash, who tried to stem the gush of arterial blood ; and rolled forward 
on his face. He was dead. Other bullets struck him, and one went through his 
heart. Nash was twice wounded himself, and was forced to leave him lying 
there. 

When the officer of the next platoon, who had been told to follow and support 
Gilbert, emerged from the wood he could see no platoon to support. There was 
not a man left who was not hit. The attack had failed. ‘There was never any 
hope of its succeeding, for the machine guns of the Germans were Still in full 
play, with their fire unimpaired. ‘The body had to lie there where it had fallen. 
But his brother, Neville, could not endure to let it lic unhonoured or unblessed. 
After a day and a half of anxious searching for exact details, he got to the nearest 
trench by the “ murdered ” wood, which the shells had now smashed to pieces. 
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‘There he found some shattered Somersets, who begged him to go no further. 
But he heard a voice within him bidding him risk it, and the call of the blood 
drove himon. Creeping out of the far end of the trench, as dusk fell, he crawled 
through the grass on hands and knees, in spite of shells and snipers, dropping 
flat on the ground, as the flares shot up from the German trenches. And at last, 
thirty yards away in the open, he felt that he was touching young Woodroffe’s 
body, another subaltern, and knew that he was close on what he sought. Two 
yards further, he found it. He could stroke with his hand the fair young head 
that he knew so well; he could feel for pocket-book and prayer-book, and the 
badge and the whistle. He could breathe a prayer of benediction, commending 
the poor dead thing that had meant so much, to FATHER, Son, and Hoty GHOST : 
and then crawl back on his perilous way in the night, having done all that man 
could do for the brother whom he had loved so fondly : and enabled, now, to 
tell those at home that Gilbert was dead indeed, but that he had died the death 
that a soldier would love to dic, leaving his body the nearest of all who fell to 
the trench that he had been told to take. He crowned his life by this a& of 
heroic decision. He leaped forward himself and made his sacrifice: and died, 
as he called others to follow where he led. He must have known perfeétly well 
what was before him. He had said, before, that the officer who had to lead the 
first platoon on such a venture, had only one possible end to expect. In his own 
case the hope was forlorn: and he knew it. But he never flinched. He called, 
“Come on, lads," and he died with a smile on his lips. 

A week later, on the following Sunday, his brother Neville again went out 
with three brave Tykes from a Yorkshire regiment, who leaped over the parapet, 
as soon as he asked their help, with a stretcher on which, under peril not so urgent 
as before, they bore back the poor blurred remains, to be laid to rest in a quiet 
cemetery under a wooden cross, which a kindly Engineer cut out for Neville, and 
wrote on 1t, of his own will, a word of Peace.* 

There the body lies. But he has gone into another life than we had chosen. 
And we cannot murmur. In the letters that pour in from his most intimate 
friends, even those who loved him in his home are startled at the witness borne, 
not merely to the superficial gifts of which they were so proud, but to the depth 
and strength of character with which he impressed some of the very best men of 
his time. They all speak of the elevation of tone which he forced upon his 

* A request from Tubby that Toc H might be allowed to recover and keep this wooden cross (now replaced by a per- 
manent stone) from Gilbert Talbot's grave, was met with the following characteristic reply from his father :— 

My dear Tubby, 
How good and kind a thought! We have only to consent with all gladness and gratitude. It 
is wonderful that the life of wide influence over his contemporaries, which men expected from him, 


being denied to him, he should be given perhaps a wider range of influence yet through his identification 
with Toc H. . .. I'm sure Neville will be delighted. 
Bless you, 
Yre. aff. 
E. S. Talbot, Bp. 


This cross now rests in All Hallows’ Church, beside the tomb of Sir John Croke, on which burns the Prince's Lamp 
in its casket, and will be unveiled by the Patron in the course of the Birthday Thanksgiving Service on December 
15th this year. It is made of stout oak, with three oak steps at the foot. The inscription on the cross reads— £n loving 
memory of Gilbert IV. F. Talbot, Lieut., 7th Bn. The Rifle Brigade, killed in action at Hooje, 30th July, 1915. And on 
the steps below— Fear not, I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
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company: and how he had become dearer each ycar to them by this deep in- 
fluence on their inner lives. He had lived for his las year in lodgings, in most 
happy companionship with as good a set of men as could be found in Oxford, 
chiefly from Balliol. It was more especially with them that he grew to his ripe 
manhood. He was steadily coming through his faults. And this was no light 
business. For nature, in endowing him richly, had also made for him a charaéter 
difficult to handle and to discipline. He could not be what he was, without 
being naturally self-conscious and self-interested. By necessity he came to the 
front in almost any company in which he found himself. He could not help 
being incessantly before the footlights. This was inevitable. But it had its 
dangers. And then, at Oxford, his many-sided aétivities had prohibited dis- 
cipline and concentration: and he had never girded up his loins, or put himself 
to real proof under the austere sifting of the Schools. 

But all this was behind him now. The last year had begun the work. The 
training for the Army bettered it. The seriousness of the issues before him, to 
which he had given himself, gave the finer touch. He was ready. 

And, as we think of the perilous moral turmoil of that public political career 
to which we, in our blindness, were committing him—its dusty and doubtful by- 
roads, its egotisms, its personalities, its heat of controversy, we can believe that, 
by the swift gallantry of sclf-surrender, by the “ splendid action on the edge of 
lite,” by laying down his life with a call and a smile, he has, in one breathless 
and unsullied moment, over-topped our best desires for him, and, at a stroke, by 
the Grace of CHRIST, has “ triumphed over Death, and thee, O Time ! " 

* Fear not! Ye are of more value than many sparrows.” So he had written 
in the Book of Prayer given him by his mother, which he carried with him. 
And, again, “ Yea! though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 


Twill fear no evil.” He understood. He was forearmed. Let his soul rest in 
Peace ! 


TOM O' THE GALLOWGATE 


TOM S ory (a true one from the“ Hero Lads Club”) is very different from Gilbert 
Talbot s—but then so were his chances in life. Death mas needed to bring them 
near to one another: both are among the Elder Brethren. 


T is not known whether Tom was a piper’s son. If so, it was, more than 
probably, “ the drunken piper ” of the song. Nobody knows who his father 
was. Tom slept, most nights, in a lads’ lodging house not far from Glasgow’s 
Gallowgate. His mother also lived in a lodging house, more grim even than 
Tom's, and at the other end of the city. For all his surroundings, Tom was 
a cheery lad. He was, alternately, the life and soul of Campbell’s Boys’ Club 
and the desperation of Campbell. He could never get a job worth the name. 
Evening papers were his revenue and his curse. 
One night the club stood still. Tom appeared in a magnificent pair of new 
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boots, with trousers hitched well up lest anyone should fail to notice also his 
magnificent new socks to match. “ Where did you get them, Tom?” said 
Campbell, fearing the worst. “A toff gi’ed them tae me, it’s the God's truth, 
Maister Caumbell. He took me tae his hoose—thon’s his address." 
. Next night Tom was not at the club, nor were his four particular cronies. 
Campbell gave his fifty-ninth sigh that week. Next night again the cronies 
were back, and Tom was back, quict and retiring. His trousers were well 
hitched down in a vain attempt to cover the old, old boots of former days. 
" Ach, Maister Caumbell, dinna be fashed, whit was the use o? they graund 
‘bits’ tae me? Aye, I sold them and took the lads tae the Coliseum. . . 
It was a graund show, they enjoyed it fine,” he added, less confidently. If 
Campbell had been really angry, Tom might have stuck it; but Campbell could 
hardly speak. Tom could not stand that, and, with a gesture that was meant 
to indicate independence—but which, in truth, indicated something finer still— 
he banged open the door and went out into the night. Campbell knew he would 
not sec him for many months. 
* * * * * 
“Mr. Smith," continued Campbell on the ’phone, “ #hat is the story of the 

boy you thought you were helping by giving him boots I rang you up to show 
you what happens with indiscriminate charity, you see.” 


“ But, Mr. Campbell, I do not understand. . . . You say he was a cheery lad. 
... I found him bedraggled in the rain. . . . I was so sorry for him when I 
found he was deaf and dumb... .” 


Mr. Campbell laid down the receiver—and, with it, another ounce of his 
original belief in the possible redemption of Tom. 

* * * * * 

Months later, “ deaf and dumb ” Tom did come back to the club. The old, 
old boots were older still. He seemed to be looking for the smile that he had 
left in the Coliseum. Campbell never said a word about footgear. “ Tom,” 
he said, as if he was making his usual nightly appearance, “ you are the very 
lad I want. l have an application for a boy, and it's regular employment." 
Only that afternoon Campbell had received the first opening for work that he 
had seen for many days. The world calls that coincidence. Hear, then, what 
coincidence, if you will, can do. 

Tom took the job, and Jack, who worked at Tom's bench, liked Tom. He 
took him to a cosy wee room that Jack called Home. The second time he 
came, Jack's mother said, “ Leave yon lodging hoose and come and stay wi’ me 
and Jack, Tom.” 


And Tom came. 
* * * * * 


It was a year later that Thomas appeared again at the Club. In a flash 
Campbell took him in from head to toe—brushed hair, white collar, albert on 


his watch chain—and new boots. 
“I canna wait, Maister Caumbell. I’m awfu' busy. I jist ca'ed in to ask if 
ye could spare time to come up to No. 350, Spittal Street, top flat, right-hand 
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door, ony evening. Yc see, I've jist set up hoosc, and withers wi? me, weve 
a graund wee place. Ye can? Fine! Guid nicht.” 

That was in July, 1914. In August, 1914, “ mither " was alone again, but 
a tew months later she was recciving, at 350, Spittal Street, letters with queer- 
like Stamps on them and queer-like signatures on the envelopes, “ of all daft-like 
places for a signature." On three occasions Tom came back on leave to mystify 
his mother each time with the precise details of how a howitzer worked— and to 
mystify her more with his descriptions of the happy times he managed to have 
in “ yon murderous place.” Tom always came to sce ** Maister Caumbell ” too, 
but it was only the details of the howitzer that mystified ۰ 

There are two ends to this story—if, indeed, it has an end at all. The one is 
to be seen in a cross near Gavrelle. On it there is the date, O&ober, 1918, and 
a regimental number and a surname—but the Christian name is all that matters. 
The other is a proud old lady sitting in her “ ain wee hoose "—the home to 
which she came because of a Boys’ Club, a ** coincidence,” and a lad called Jack. 

* x * * * 

It is when you think of Tom that you cannot help thinking of his younger 
brothers in Gallowgate and Birmingham, Halifax and Goole. It is when you 
think of Jack's mother that you cannot help smiling at the people who tell us 
to-day that Christianity is dead. 

GEORGE. 


JOBMASTERY: IL.—THE SPIRIT Of GIVE OR GET 


LAST month, in the first article of this series, Padre Pryor Grant urged 
upon us that service is not a mailer merely of goodwill but of knowledge. He 
outlined a plan—ambitionus bit not beyond th dreams of Toc H for the future 
—for giving jobmasters the ordered experience which they should have if 
they are to direct the service of other members. Ta the article which follows, ALEC 
PATERSON emphasises the fait (which, of course, underlies all that Pryor Grant 
wrote) that neither general goodwill towards service nor Special knowledge go to the 
“root of the matter? Service is not 10 consist of a series of “ jobs," ۳ 
efficiently carried out, but of a Spirit which runs through the whole days work 

The article ts already known to a few of our members. It appeared a year ago 
inthe first number of °“ Foundations,” a short-lived undergraduate review at Oxford. 


X7 OU may divide Gaul into three parts, and the compass into four; you 

A may cut all the earth into five continents ; but there are only two sorts 
of men—the givers and the getters. The issue that divides them is far deeper 
than time or space, language or colour ; for the motives of service and acquisi- 
tion are directly contrary to onc another and are at the root of conduét. 

There are this autumn a million Englishmen between the ages of fifteen and 
twenty-five asking anew the old question, “ What shall Ibe?” As a rule, Bill 
Jibbs and his parents knit their brows over the purely superficial issue involved 
in the choice of an actual occupation, weighing the rival claims of stockbroking 
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and dentistry, domestic or civil service, banking and burgling. But the real 
choice before him now, more urgently perhaps than at any other time in his 
life, is the main choice of life—is he to be a giver or a getter ? 

If he sees life as an inevitable struggle between man and man for material 
advantages, in which he must fight resolutely for a decent share, then he will 
side with the getters, and will use the paltry scales of common sense to discover 
which occupation will offer the greatest amount of pleasure and profit to a man 
of his capacity. Mr. and Mrs. Jibbs want him to find a ladder that (a) is painted 
a respectable colour; (4) can be comfortably ascended by a man of ordinary 
Stride ; and (<c) leads to a shelf of tolerable security. Jibbs junior, however, is 
probably more of an idealist than his parents. He is ready for adventure, and 
fired not infrequently by an impulse to risk himself to save others. He asks 
for a refrain mote Stirring than “ Safety First,” and a goal more alluring than 
a pension. He secs life as a Struggle towards the light; each level hardly won 
by blood and tears revealing a new glory beyond. There are thousands that 
have need of him; a hundred chasms to be bridged before they can be reached. 
He decides to cast the bread of his body and the wine of his spirit upon the 
waters, and his family call him a fool. Having made the great decision to give 
rather than to get, the subsidiary choice of occupation pales into comparative 
insignificance, The ordinary man can serve anywhere. He may be by nature 
more qualified to teach than to labour with his hands, to write rather than to 
grow tomatoes; there may at the moment of his maturity be a greater need 
in the world for publicans than for prophets, or for attorney-generals than ordi- 
nary seamen, But every known field of honest a&ivity is a field of service, and 
it matters little which corner he decides to fill, so long as the root of the matter 
is within him, and that root is the desire to serve rather than to acquire. 

These lines arc written from Rome, and perhaps seem absurd among the 
autumn mists in England. Is it sensible to ask an ordinary fellow to take 
himself so seriously at eighteen or twenty, and to commit himself to a life of 
service in any way comparable with those lived by the man whose memorials 
cover “ the Eternal City " ? There is no exaétness or perfection in any human 
life. In front is the Colosseum, whose general purpose was sheer beastliness ; 
behind me is St. Peter's, whose purpose is to serve God. The general purpose 
of each has been clear enough for centuries, but there have been heroic deeds 
in the Colosseum, there have been episodes of intrigue and chicanery and world- 
liness in the Church. No man living is entirely a getter or a giver, but everyone 
has chosen one or the other as the dominant purpose of his life. 

So Jibbs decides that his business is to find a place where he can best serve. 
He may enlist, for the Army needs men that surrender themselves to the unit ; 
he may serve behind the counter, and make it the first purpose of his business 
to serve and not to rob the public; he may so run a railway as to serve the best 
interests of the distrid. His occupation matters little, so long as his attitude 
towards life is that of a contributor. It is indeed an attitude, a point of view, 
a criterion of value that distinguishes the giver from the getter. Jibbs will be 
tempted long before he is thirty to build a little wall across his life, and to 
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satisfy himself after a strenuous day of acquisition in the city or the street by 
giving away an hour or two in what he will call “ social service.” But service 
allows of no such limit. All through the day the same dominant purpose must 
prevail. Foundations cannot be changed like trousers. 

Moreover, if Jibbs is an ordinary good fellow, he will be tempted to think of 
a life of service as something that the strong is called upon to render to the 
weak, the doing of something for someone else. It is very much more than 
that. There was in last century a great appeal, voiced in many different keys, 
for the white to go and teach the black, the strong to help the weak, the rich 
to give to the poor. The course of social thought this century has been sorely 
buffeted by the war in the world, but the new appeal sounds now mote clearly 
every year. It asks the white man not merely to go and preach to the black, 
but to go and live with him, to understand him, and to learn together the greater 
truth that is true for both. Truth is not painted black, or white, or yellow. 
Each race must make its own contribution to the undiscovered whole. The 
Public Schools and Universities know well that their men alone cannot solve 
any social or economic problem. Progress only comes when men of very 
different experience understand one another and join together in a search for 
the truth, and in common service for the whole family of men. 

Jibbs, therefore, has a greater task than perhaps he thought. He is not 
to be the magnanimous Olympian, stretching down a hand to help Brother 
Zibbs of Zambesi or Shibbs of Shoreditch. He is going to throw all he has, 
wit and goodwill, smiles and scholarship, into the adventure, and take his place 
beside Zibbs and Shibbs. As comrades, each with a mightily different con- 
tribution, they will serve the world together. In the stress and joy of common 
service they will understand one another still better, and the greater under- 
Standing shall in time multiply the fruits of their service. 

He has not chosen an easy life, proceeding without jolt or worry past the 
measured milestones to a punctual haven. Rather has he thrown himself in 
faith and fun upon the great bosom of the world, believing that if he does his 
best to serve, his life will be abundant. Poverty or wealth may come upon 
him و‎ he may be able to pay for his children's education, or he may not. It 
matters little. Those who have been both poor and rich know that happiness 
has its own coinage, its own brand of butter and champagne. He will stumble 
often over a bridge, the humorous and the cynical will find his joints, he will 
begin to wonder whether it was just a kid's enthusiasm that set him on this 
track. Jibbs is not a dull fellow, and a certain inconsistency is part of his 
charm. Do not expeét him, therefore, always to live up to the high ideal of 
the giver. But he will recover himself, and re-establish his hold on the founda- 
tion of service. Fame will, perhaps, leave him in merciful obscurity, and his 
recreations will be unknown to the readers of What's What. But he will gain 
a knowledge and a love of men past measure ; he will have friends wherever 
he treads; and, though tired and disillusioned, empty in pocket and sore of 
foot, he will learn that the eternal gifts come only to those who in their turn 
have given all they had. Jo JP. 
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AMONG THE FARMERS 


THE KENT EXPERIMENT. 

Y 1 is almost a year since the great Padre addressed our first strange meeting. It was held 

in the alternate light and shadow of an old barn lit by stable lanterns and warmed for the 
occasion by huge extemporised braziers of coke. The audience consisted, for the most part, 
of farmers and those who work on farms, with just a sprinkling of the type called “ landed 
gentry,” and a few poor fellows who go up to London daily, but attest that at heart they are 
countrymen by the fact that they travel by Southern Railway to live among us. We were 
regaled by stories of those who sup together once a wcck. We could only hope to meet by 
full moon, travelling ten miles, most of us, heaven knows how, when our day’s work is done. 
Some, at least, bad left pigs destined for Smithfield Show to strange hands to feed, just this 
once in their career. Others had calves due that night, and could ill conceal anxiety. The 
bulk of us must be at work by 5 a.m. 

As we listened to the tale of the '* Marks,” we were struck with awe and wonder. But the 
circumstances seemed as alien to us as those of Ali Baba and the forty thieves. No such 
exploits, by any possible stretch of imagination, were within our reach. We were held down 
from all such things by such physical things as distance and darkness, and yet more by tem- 
perament and mentality. We cannot stand shocks in the country. They only disintegrate. 
They do not galvanise us. 

Yet there was something that grasped our imagination that night. Nearly all the orthodox 
activitics of Toc H (as scen in towns) were quite beyond our grasp. But two words penetrated 
and found an echo in our hearts— Friendship and Service. We longed to give fuller expression 
to them, and to make recom for more of them around us. 

But would they let us ? Would the Central Executive even contemplate a Group who 
could not sup together even once a month? . . . We reflected that it was of the very genius 
of Toc H that it could adapt itsclf . . . to the Salient and Poperinghe, to post-war London, 
to Winnipeg. 

So we reasoned. Toc H is spirit, that spirit, if we be true, will express itself in life in ways 
natural to that life. . . . And we essayed to launch out with those two watchwords, Friend- 
ship and Service, and to sce whither they would lead us in country conditions. 


EXPERIMENT AND SOME CONCLUSIONS. 

It has been a ycar of ups and downs—of difficulties past telling, and, perhaps, of progress, 
more than we realise. The ups and the downs, the hopes and the fears, the difficulties and 
the determination to go on, all came to a focus on September 27, when we held a quarterly 
" Rally "—in a sense, our Annual Meeting—and met to hold Conference with the Chief. 
There were some 70 of us there, gathered from some 12 or 14 villages from our district, 20 miles 
across, with a few welcome Toc H guests and two or three experts upon village social life who 
generously came to advise us, notably Mr. Guy Ewing, a great figure in Kent life, and Mr. 
Brandram, Secretary of the Village Clubs Association. The great Tubby was himself. Rogerum, 
humour, pathos, vision, common sense, true religion. Grant was there, practical and cool. 
We began in Council, continued in a general tea-party, proceeded to sing-song, thence to 
initiation, then to speeches, and then to Conference (“‘Cag,” as we call it, following naval usage, 
and desirous to make our Conferences as informal and as vigorous as possible). And the 
following morning we had a united Holy Communion Service, and a joint Church Parade of 
our Scouts and the Toc H Group who brought them into being. 

The amount of advice which it is possible to give to a young Group has, probably, no limit, 
nor has its diversity, especially if that group be, willy-nilly, something very different from its 
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forerunners. Yet we found ourselves working steadily towards unanimity, as rcgards, at any 
rate, the programme of our West Kent Group. It was agreed among us :— 

(1) That a country group or branch of Toc H must be expeéted to be as different from a 
town group as country is from town, and as the mentality of a farm worker is from that of 
a townsman. 

(2) That, for us at least, the Toc H unit for group or branch must be something bigger than 
a village. Our Branch must seek to spread from village to village, and to contain them all 
and foster the work in cach, forming in each a countrymen’s 17/49 with its own jobmaster and 
organisation complete, but linked into the single group or brauch. 

(3) That in our country district the ideal of Toc H must be, not so much to function in its 
own name, a competitor with a myriad other organisations that exist to ** brighten " country 
life, but to supply heart and soul to all these things, and bring new life to course through the 
veins of village organisers, keeping itsclf in the background — dying that others may live. 
Our ideal can, in fact, hardly be better stated than in the words of à man who knows his village 
England more broadly and decply than almost any man, who wrote: “ [ can sce a very won- 
derful future for Toc H in the country as a fellowship of men who wish to do service for others 
each in his own way, and according to his opportunity, who meet periodically for communion 
round their Lamp and gain fresh zeal for further service. Knowing, as I do, the character of 
a large number of villages. . . . Iam certain that this is the only way to work in the country. 
It will be uphill work to begin with, but I know it will succced in the end." 

To that hill the First Countrymen's Group (hoping soon to be a Branch) has set its face, 
with at least a feeling of strong fellowship, and absolute unanimity, among its own 50 members. 
It asks the forbearance and patience—and the earnest prayers—of Toc H men in the towns, 
who make much more rapid progress than we can even dream of. T. R. W. L. 


PAINTED FABRICS. 


N the Journat of March, 1923, Tubby appealed to the brotherhood to help the wonderful 
work of George Spragg and his colleagues in the “ Painted Fabrics " factory for disabled 
sailors and soldiers at Shefficld. 

When Tubby wrote, some 17 men, with 14 uninjured hands between them, and many 
cripples, were working in a gloomy and dingy building in an alley off onc of Sheffield's main 
Strects in the production of the most beautiful and dainty stencilled creations, from fairy-like 
dress fabrics to heavy curtains, leather bags, tea trays, &c. It was the aim of devoted men 
and women, working in the cause of those crippled in our service, to make possible a garden 
colony where the work could continue in the midst of a happy family life. Toc H has already 
played a small part in helping arrange exhibitions of the work of Painted Fabrics throughout 
the country, while Mark VIII, Mark XJ, Mark VII, and All Hallows, in curtains, altar cloths, 
and chapel hangings, witness to the beauty of work done by those crippled in body, but not 
in spirit. The success of these exhibitions, due almost entirely to the indomitable spirit of 
George Spragg, has already achieved the removal of the factory to the sylvan heights above 
Shefficld, where these men are making their contribution to decorative art, and rebuilding 
their lives from the wreckage of war. Many hundreds of men could still be absorbed into this 
happy colony were funds available, and, thanks to the generosity of Captain Liberty, his fiam 
is making provision for an exhibition, the first in London, at their new premises in Argyle 
Street (off Regent Strect) from November 17 to 29. 

Toc H members and sympathisers can make their tribute to the work by broadcasting this 
exhibition to their London friends, and so increase the $teadilv-growing Stream of orders, 
each of which adds a new brick to the building of this happy produ&ive colony. R.C.G. 
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TOC H AND THE SEA GOING BOY. 


^| HEMERCHANT SERVICE and the vital work it does for the country was realised by 

A many for the first time during the War. It had been an obscure profession, claiming a 
poct and a novelist or two who pictured its glory and its hardship, but few people knew any- 
thing about it. We are beginning to sit up and take notice. 

Among the men who go down to the sca in ships there are many boys. Those who join the 
Royal Navy benefit by all kinds of arrangements made for their welfare, ashore, afloat, and 
on leave. For the Navy is a kind, stern father. It is even recognised that these boys have 
souls, and they are specially committed to a Chaplain’s Department. The boys of the Mer- 
chant Service are in a very different case. The employment of Merchant seamen is largely 
casual —that is to say, when they pay off, the company which has paid them off, has no rc- 
sponsibility for their welfare. They may have to wait about in a Port to sign on again. We 
know what seaports are—and we know what boys are. Paid off sometimes with considerable 
sums of money (for their wages mount up at the end of a long voyage) they are left to their 
own immature experience and often enough to the unfatherly guidance of older and sadly 
experienced men. . 

if they have homes to go to, their youth may be beset with many dangers—but if they have 
no homes, what then ? Nothing could be less like home than the dockside quarters of our 
great scaports. The Mission to Seamen and the British and Forcign Sailors’ Society maintain 
splendid institutes at ports all over the world, but in the great scope of their service to scamen 
they are not always in a position to provide the real family life which a boy needs on shore. 
For a boy it is not enough to pay at a counter for his meals and to register a bed: these 
things arc too impersonal for youth. A boy wants affectionate supervision, and the small 
comforts, warmth and geniality of a home. He likes to be missed when he goes away and to 
be exneéted when he returns. 


“ TALBOT House,” SOUTHAMPTON. 


On just these lines Toc H is making its first experiment in Southampton. At last “ Talbot 
House " in Orchard Lane is really established as a Hostel for sea-going boys. It is a long story 
with many difficulties to surmount, but the plot, conceived from the very moment our Padre 
first visited Southampton, has at last been hatched. For more than a year it seemed as if 
suitable accommodation near the Docks was practically unobtainable, when a chance word 
gave us the opening we had been awaiting for so long, and in June, after only about twenty- 
four hours’ notice—thanks to the wisdom and vision of H.Q.—all red tape was scrapped, the 
necessary purchase money was forthcoming in the shape of a loan, and the place was ours. 

In almost indecent haste, the occupants went out (in a most friendly and willing manner, we 
should like to record), and the Hostellers at Mark V were soon up to their necks with paint 
and colour wash, making the Club Room habitable. The rest of the house was cleansed and 
re-decorated in true Toc H style also. A painter and decorator who came to the door abso- 
lutely down and out was taken in and given the contra&, and carried out the job in a most 
masterly fashion, Within a month of purchase, our first Hosteller arrived, who, we are glad 
to say has twice returned, to what is going to be his happy home for many years to come. 
Billy Callan of Woolwich and C.P.R. fame is installed as Major Domo, and has already won 
the hearts of all. 

The premises consist of two houses side by side, with an excellent cellar in each, shortly to 
be our * Upper Room,” Irish as it sounds; a two-decker warchouse, the upper Story beauti- 
fully decorated, as reported above, is fitted up as a Club Room with a billiard table all complete, 


299 


—— 


no, not quite—we still want a piano and a gramaphone. What offers? The lower deck, at 
present let to a basket maker, is destined to be a garage and cycle house. One house is already 
fitted up complete with ten beds. In the Restaurant, the scene of the beginning of a Toc H 
Lunch Club, we have already served “ Fish and Chips " to some fifty members at the House 
Warming ; several risk Billy's cooking day by day. 

The Padre’s Office leads off the Feeding Place, where, with the aid of a typewriter, and 
with no less the aid of one, Mrs. Howell, money is slowly, but by no means unwillingly, being 
extracted, from the people far and wide, and in many cases we are glad to say, from the boys 
of our Public Schools. The opportunities are indeed enormous, for not only have we installed 
in this port the first and only Hostel for “ Boys Only,” but there is an enormous work to be done 
in this poor neighbourhood—a work among people who richly deserve our help for the won- 
derful way in which they have welcomed us into their lives. We see visions of sca-scouts, 
land-scouts and what not during the coming months. 


Tue Prince or WALES’ SEA TRAINING 0۹۲۸ 

Southampton does not, of course, provide the only contaét which Toc H has with the sea- 
going boy. The big job which Padre “ Hutch ” has for years carried on in the Cranleigh 
School Mission in Woolwich and the camp at Norman’s Bay is now to go forward, in closest 
partnership with us, from Mark XV. Another of our members, W. E. Valder of Croydon 
Branch, is on the board of management of the Prince of Wales’ Sea ‘Training Hostel in Limc- 
house, and we are anxious to commend this fine venture to the notice of all our members who are 
dealing with likely boys. The Hostel is conneéted with the British and Foreign Sailors’ Society; 
its patron is our own and takes a keen personal interest in it. It provides a full six months’ 
residential training in the various subjects required by a sailor. At the end of that period the 
boy is found a job in a good shipping Line—a guarantee which, in these days of unemployment, 
is a thing not to be despised. The Hostel is primarily for orphan sons of sailors, and these are 
taken free, but in the case of boys who have no claim on the Hostel, payment is required either 
from parents or friends. The full cost of the training, together with sca kit, is £40. The usual 
age to take up this training is 15 to 16 years and spccial arrangements have been made to 
facilitate the entry of boys applying through Toc H. We hope that members who have a 
chance to help boys to enter a fine career, will apply to Valder (Eldon House, Croydon), for 
information, or will go and sec the Hostel (Church Row, Limehouse, E. 14), for themselves. 


THE BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL 


A PRELIMINARY announcement was made in the October JOURNAL, and since then a 
4 Xdetailed memorandum, with a form zo be filled up by November 15, has been sent out 
to all secretaries of Branches and Groups, and a post card to General Branch members. 


I. The PROGRAMME of the celebrations in London in outline is as follows :— 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13. 

6 p.m.—THANKSGIVING SERVICE, to be held simultancously in All Hallows and St. Dunstan 
in the East, for each of which 7oo tickets will be issued. Preference will be given in All 
Hallows to members from thc Provinces ; others will go to St. Dunstan's. 

A/fterwards—MeEMBERS’ NIGHT at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, viz. :— 

7 p.m. In the Small Hall on the first floor—Buffet Supper. 

8 p.m.—In the Large Hall on the third floor—The Prince of Wales lights the Lamps of new 
Branches and makes a speech. Sing-song, the programme of which will be arranged. 

Most of the evening will be as informal as possible—a real “ family " show. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14. 

9 a4.#.— HOLY COMMUNION for Anglican members at All Hallows, and for Free Church 
members at a place to be announced later. : 

After wards—BREAKPAST, all together, at the Bakers’ Hall. Thereafter the morning (what 
is left of it) will be quite free. For Toe H Rovers only there will be a meeting in the Porch 
Room at All Hallows at 12 noon, which it is hoped all Rovers who are up for the Birthday 
will attend, 

Lunch will probably be caten in the London Houses or contiguous restaurants. 

2 p.H.— CONFERENCE at King George's Hall (behind Central Y.M.C.A., Tottenham Court 
Road.) The agenda will be prepared and circulated beforehand. 


Il. NOTE CAREFULLY the following points from the secretaries? memorandum :— 


1. DELEGATIONS FROM BRANCHES. 

It is, of course, expeéted that cvery Branch of Toc H will send representatives to the Festival. 
(4) Fares. Headquarters can in no case pay railway fares. However, arrangements 
have been made with the railway clearing house for the issue of return tickets at the rate 
of one and a third of a single fare. This concession will apply to all railway stations, 
irrespective of whether they are within 50 miles of the metropolitan area or not, but 
exclusive of those on the Metropolitan and London Electric Systems. These tickets are 
only available for the week-end, j.e., the users must leave their home stations not earlier 
than Friday, December 12, and must leave London not later than Monday, December r5. 
(b) Numbers. One member only (the official delegate) fram each Branch is required 
this year to attend in charge of the Lamp, not three, as herctofore. It is, of course, hoped 
that every Branch will send as many more members as it can. All events of the Festival, 
including the Conference, are open to all members of Toc H and L.W.H., provided that 
they hold the requisite tickets; the number of tickets available for the L.W.H. may, 

however, have to be limited. 


2. TICKETS, 

Members attending the following events on Saturday, December 13, wwf be provided with 
tickets, which it is hoped to issue by December 1 :— 

(a) For the Thanksgiving. : 

(b) For the Farringdon Street Memorial Hall. The admission to the Family Gathering, 
combined with supper, will be by ticket. When, therefore, applying for tickets for the 
Memorial Hali, if supper is required, a remittance at the rate of rs. 6d. (one and sixpence) 
per ticket must be enclosed. If this is not enclosed, it will be assumed that supper is 
not required. 

No tickets, except for breakfast, will be required for events which take place oa Sunday, 
December 14, but the Birthday Committee must know as soon as possible the numbers to 
expect for Tea. Breakfast at the Bakers’ Hall will be 1s. 6d. (one and sixpence), payable at 
the door on presentation of tickets. ۲ 

Tea. Tea will be obtainable near the Conference Hall at 4.30 p.m. at a moderate price. 


3. New Lamps. i ۱ 
New Branches on whom Lamps are being bestowed will send two officia] Delegates to receive 
their Lamps. This, of course, is in addition to any other members who are able to attend. 
Old Branches, see para. 1 (4). 
4. DRESS. 7 
Any dress may, of course, be worn, but those members who possess Toc H blazers or ties 
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will doubtless wear them. No onc is pressed to provide himself with a blazer or tic for the 
Festival, but those who desire cither should at once apply to Charles ‘Thompson, 56, Jamaica 
Road, S.E.16, enclosing payment at the same time. 


(For prices, sec advertisement at 
the end of the JOURNAL.) 


5. IDENTITY Discs. 

Identity discs (coloured for official delegates, white for others) will be provided for every 
member attending the Festival. The Member should write his name and Branch clearly on 
his disc and pin it on the left lapel of his coat; everyone is asked to wear his identity disc 
throughout the Festival, as it not only saves all need of introduction between Members of 


different Branches, but is of great service to stewards at the doors admitting Members for the 
different events. 


6. BILLETS. 

Members who desire hospitality for the Festival will be allotted billets either in the house 
of a London Member or friend of Toc H, or in some hotel in the vicinity of Holborn. There 
will be no cost to the Members in respect of their billets. 


7. BAGGAGE. 

We want to avoid the accumulation of hundreds of suit-cases and kit bags in the Cloak Room 
of the Memorial ilall. Members arriving in London in good time may have an opportunity 
of depositing their stuff in their billets ; in the case of those staying in private houses, the hosts 
are being asked to advise thcir guests as to the most convenient way to deal with the baggage, 


NorE.—All communications to be addressed to the Birthday Secretary, Toc H, 
123, St. George’s Square, ۰ 


TOC H LONDON ENTERTAINMENTS—4.058. ! 


^Y ^OC H service in the world of entertainments is growing apace, and requests for further 

À help increase still faster, but the machinery for carrying on scarcely grows at all. The 
“ Yic-Tocs ” bookings for this scason, up to the end of January, already number sixteen ; and 
the programme of the Drama League (considering its more claborate type of produétion) is 
equally Strenuous. The “ Tic-locs " are a party of half-a-dozen artistes, constantly wandering 
from one outlandish place to another—despite all sorts of transport difficulties. They have 
practically no understudies, and are often obliged to rehearse several times a week in order to 
rearrange the show when casualties occur. They are certainly overworked as regards engage- 
ments, and in urgent need (1) of experienced amateurs to form at least one complete understudy 
company (2) of funds for covering the costs of the present company and equipping a second, 
and (3) of the loan of cars to take them and their “ props.” to inaccessible places after office 
hours and bring them back to town in the middle of the night. The Drama League’s particular 
necessitics are (1) increased financial support of their performances, and (2) the loan of rehearsal 
rooms in central spots. 

Anything done to meet these problems will forward a section of Toc H which is trying to 
assist thc movement gencrally, and which is bringing Toc H to the notice of the general public. 
Offers of help should be sent to Russell Cook, at 123, St. George's Square: he is the producer 
of the “ Tic-Tocs " and newly-appointed business dire&or of both concerts and drama shows. 
If he doesn't respond with the lightning speed of the Income Tax inspe&or, please remember 
that, like the rest of the entertainments people, he is only a spare-time official. 
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HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD—II1* 


AUSTRALIA :—From Henry A. MATTHEWS, late of Mark I, who went out early in the year 
to New South Wales. He writes from Ycumnurra, Jeir, N.S.W., 22, vi. 24. 

“The May number of the JOURNAL has just arrived, and I sce under ‘Multum in Parvo ; 
something of your * Australian Proje@.’ I have not had the January, February and March 
issues, so I suppose I have missed the details, but I should be very glad if you could give me 
some idea as to what is afoot. I have always regretted that in three and a half years in 
London J only came in touch with Toc H during the last four months, and then was buried 
in the ‘ wilds of Kent? After six months there I was just beginning to find out how I could 
best * pull my weight? when I was whisked out here, where I am still more buried ! 

" However, I see that at last there may bc a chance of winning my spurs as a Tochonite, 
if you would give me some ideas of how to begin. The new ground to bc broken is so different 
to anything at home, but I should think that we could learn some useful lessons from the 
beginnings of Toc H in Canada. At present I am twenty-one miles from ‘ civilisation,’ but 
then difficulties were made toovercome. I know very little of the conditions in the big towns, 
but what little 1 have seen of Melbourne, I can see that there is unbounded scope for Toc H. 

" I have some great friends in Melbourne who arc very interested in the Movement, and 
whom I think I can count on to do all that they can in helping us. I met Mr. and Mrs. Hardy 
on the boat coming out, and I owe everything to them for my Start out here. Mr. Hardy's 
time is very limited, but he is a typical Tochonite in spirit, very keen and very active. 

“I do hope that in duc course I shall be able to * make good’ in the great pioneering work 
that is to be done out here. There is no place like the Australian bush for the promotion of 
deep thinking, and I regard my duty towards Toc H above all personal ambition, not only in 
the light of service to prove one’s presence in this world, but also, remembering its traditions, 
Ilook upon it as my best way of serving the Empire, which should be one's second motive in 
life. This all sounds pretty high, but only give me the chance to prove it. At present I can 
only radiate Toc H. The family here (ten) all read the JoURNAL and know something of its 
motives, but it is impossible at present to know on what sort of ground the sced is sown. 

“I had my first chance of Communion this morning since my last morning in England at 
Mark ] There is morning service once a month at Jeir Church (cight miles away) held by the 
vicar of Yass. I think he holds two services in different churches every Sunday.  Jeir has a 
congregation of about a dozen, and all come in from miles around in cars and sulkies. The 
service is beautifully simple. The church is very little bigger than the chapel at Mark I, and 
the service is just a few hymns accompanied by the padre on a harmonium, the creed, and an 
address. It means a lot for some of those people to drive over these roads in this bitterly cold 
weather. 

“Well, enough. Please congratulate the Gen. for me on his Vice-Presidency, and remem- 
ber me to any of the Mark Oncrs who remember me.” 


EAST INDIES : Fro a letter written on board H.M.S. “ Colombo ” by GEORGE W. POTTER, 
late of Portsmouth Branch, to Tubby. 

“Toc H scems to be well known practically everywhere we have been. I have met fellows 
at Mauritius and Dar-es-Salaam who a&ually passed through the old House at Pop. I see by 
the JounNar that one of your brothers is getting busy in the F.M.S. The outlook certainly 


* A first instalment of letters from members overseas appeared in the Jouxnat of last June. 


1 Late Pte. Pettifer (“The General"), the Buffs, formerly en the staff of the Old House at Pop., now steward of 
Mark I, and a Vice-President of Toc H. 
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secms very encouraging, and I hope you and those who are labouring with you and are more 
in touch with the difficulties and anxictics feel as hopeful and optimistic about the future. 
I sincerely hope that the Mission was the success that we all hoped and prayed it would be. 
Owing to the fa& that we were cruising, the leaflets, &c., in connection with it which you sent 
did not reach me until it was over. 

“Now, what about your trip to Australia next year ? Is there any room for a small one 
like me in your bag? ... 

“ I was looking through ‘The Love Songs and Lullabies’ of St. Mary's Company* last 
night, and it filled me with very mixed feelings. It revived memories of those wonderful days 
just before the war, that never-to-be-forgotten Camp, and all that the old Co. was and stood 
for. It was very pleasant to think of the friendships that grew up amongst and around us 
then, of our hopes and aspirations. The mingled feclings of pride and sorrow as I ran through 
the names on the Roll of Sacrifice! What a fine team they would make for a Toc H House | 
Then I came back to earth with a bump as I thought of the present state of the old Co. It all 
seems so sad, and I am longing to get back and see what is happening, and what of the future. 
The best news I received concerning Club and Toc H in Pompey was a letter from Den written 
in January just before his return to Winchester, so lots may have happened since then. I should 
like to sec them jump into print morc often in the JOURNAL. [Portsmouth Branch scribe, please 
note l—Ep.] 1 find the contributions from the various Branches very interesting, and it must 
be an impetus to any Branch to know what others are doing all up and down the country... .”” 


INDIA: Rev. GEORGE Barnes, Principal of the Lawrence Royal Military School, wrote the 
following message before he sailed on September 18th back from leave :— 


“The Lawrence Royal Military School, Swansea, Simla Hills (Kalka-Simla Railway), wel- 
comes any members of Toc H who may care to come and stay for leave in the Hills. Drop a 
line to the Principal of the School, and arrangements will be made. The climate is cool 
(6,000 feet above sea-level)—but there is always a warm welcome.” 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


@ The following Groups were promoted to BRANCII STATUS, by the unanimous resolution 
of the Central Executive on November 3 :—BROMLEY, CROYDON, GRANTHAM, MAIDA 
VALE, NORWICH, SIDCUP, SOUTH SHIELDS, WEST KENT, WIMBLEDON, WIM- 
BORNE, WOOLWICH, FEDERATED MALAY STATES, GILWELL (Toc H Rovers). This 
is not yet to be taken as the final list, as at least two other Groups are under consideration ; 
their fate for 1924 will be decided at the Executive’s next meeting on December 2. The 
December JOURNAL will contain much matter about the Lamps of Maintenance, and comment 
on these new Branches, which will reccive them at the Birthday, is deferred until that issue. 
Meanwhile heartiest congratulations from all old Branches to these splendid “ youngsters ” ! 


Ø Every day brings a new idea in Toc H and many days a new, unexpcéted happening. Our 
Treasurer brought back great news from TORONTO—and as we go to press comes the letter 
which we print in “ Branch News." Not only has a fine new Group sprung to life in Canada, 
but MARK II (<c) is open almost as soon as we knew of the project to attain it! More news 
next month. Meanwhile, we all send our love to them. 


Ø All our best wishes to H. M. BELBIN (County General Branch, a Foundation Member), 
and Mrs. Bclbin (Miss A. S. Herbert), who were married by Tubby at Keston Parish Church 


® «St. Mary's Company " was a part of Tubby’s job before the war, when he was on the staff of St. Mary's, Portsea. 
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on O&ober 4; and to a prospective new member, ROY S. W. GYNGELL, born on Septem- 
ber 1o to S. S. Gyngell (Mark II Branch). 


@ Sincerest condolences from us all to Padre * OOGAF,” who has been exiled from Mark VI 
for a week or two in a nursing home in Putney. He is due for three weeks’ real rest on leaving 
there—and we hope Birmingham will sec that he takes it. 


A Congratulations to HAROLD KNOX-SHAW, who has been moved from the Observatory 
at Helwan, Egypt, to the Radcliffe Observatory at Oxford. His new post puts him second 
only in his profession to the Astronomer Royal. 


@ On October 21, HERBERT WOOLCOMBE, one of the founders of the Cavendish Asso- 
ciation, and a member of Toc H Executive in 1921, passed over. He died, worn out by 
forty years of most selfless work for the C.O.S., and in many fields of social service. As the 
Times truly says, “ hc was incapable of sparing himself, and was always predisposed to meet 
claims upon him more than half-way. It would have been intolerable to his restless spirit to 
be merely a looker-on.” Toc H was represented at the memorial service held at St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields on October 27. 


@ The Rev. JOHN CAMPBELL (Oxford Branch) has resigned his chaplaincy of Hertford 
College, and has set sail, together with “ BOBS " FORD (Oxford Branch) on SS. Oxfordshire 
for Ceylon ; they expe& to touch Colombo about November 4. John Campbell succeeds the 
Rev. Alec Fraser as Principal of Trinity College, Kandy, and “ Bobs " is to assist him. Best 
wishes to them both in a great job. 


A Victor Hamblin, recently home on leave from India, reports that a dozen or so Toc H 
members have begun to meet at intervals in CALCUTTA. 


@ Members will condole with * Mus" on the death of his famous collie “ PIERCE” on 
October 20. Born in Ireland, Pierce had a way with him that won many friends at Marks I 
and IT. 


A Grantibus appeals to Old Haileyburians and other public school men in London for help 
at HAILEYBURY HOUSE, Stepney. This and other boys’ clubs are run as companies of 
the 1st Cadet Battalion, the Queen's, and are all badly in need of officers. Offers of help to 
Lt.-Col. R. C. Grant, Haileybury House, Durham Row, Stepney Green, ۰ 


Ø Extract from “ our bright little contemporary," B/aff No. 1, issued as a foolscap news-shect 
hy the GLASGOW PADRE, “ against the whole regiment of Hate that is our particular 
opponent.” Announcing a guest-night visit from the Chairman of Toc H, he writes :—“ What 
he does not know about the underdog could be comfortably written on your thumbnail with 
acrowbar. He is well worth knowing for his own sake, and for his Prison Commissionership’s 
sake, if, at any time, you contemplate visiting Peterhead at His Majesty’s expense. You have 
no idea of the prestige you gain with the warders if you can call one of the Commissioners Alec, 
when he comes to inspect you.” 


A The SECRETARIES’ LIST, hitherto printed at the end of every JOURNAL, continues very 
healthily to grow, and now makes such serious inroads on our space that it will, in future, 
appear quarterly only in these pages—the next reprint being in January, 1925. In the inter- 
vening numbers alterations and additions in the list will be notified, so that members may 
keep their Diaries up to date. Anyone wishing to have a complete list can obtain it at any 
time by application to the Registrar. The following ALTERATIONS and ADDITIONS are 
notified this month :—(a) Promotions of Groups to Branch Status (see note p. 304). (D) New 
Group and House: ‘TORONTO—F. B. Webb, Mark II (c), 180, Simcoe Street. (c) New 
Groups : GLOUCESTER, L. Dimmer ,Greystones, Tuffley Avenue ; LEIGHTON BUZZARD, 
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C. Hubbins, 44, George Street, and F. Sears, 15, Vandyke Road. (d) Change of Group Name 
and Secretary : Norwood and Sydenham Group is re-constituted as NORNOODG ROUP, with 
Secretary, F. Coulson, 56, Central Hill, Upper Norwood, S.E.19. (e) Change of Secretary: 
COLCHESTER BRANCH—W’. C. Paston, 48, Roman Road; DERBY BRANCH—F. G. 
Creed, 80, Normanton Road; LONDON, MARK I BRANCH-—E. M. H. Clarke, 23, Queen's 
Gate Gardens, $.W.7; NORWICH BRANCH —Thomas Smith, to, Gertrude Road; ISLING- 
TONG ROU PE. G. Gough, 36, Hawthorne Road, N.18 ; SIDCUP BRANCH—E. W. Pitman, 
3, Stafford Road. (f) Change of Address : RETFORD GROUP Secretary to 24, Cross Street, 
Newtown; RUGBY GROUP Secretary to 156, Railway Terrace. (¢) L.W.M. Additions: 
LONDON E.C. and S.E. GROUP, Miss M. R. Stewart, 688, Old Ford Road, Bow, E. ; OX- 
FORD GROUP, Mrs. Tickner, 2, Parks Road. (X) L.IV.H. Change of Secretary : NORWOOD 
GROUP —Miss Marshall, 14, Vermont Road, Upper Norwood. 


NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


ALDERSHOT.—Our Boys’ Club is progressing even better than anticipated, and promises 
well for the future. Another is on the way. Our delight is overshadowed by the sudden 
departure of Scouter Britton to Somerset. A veritable wonder worker with boys of all kinds, 
he instinétivel y coats the pill with the right sugar. Mick Foley and Roly Moss are out to kecp 
up his high example. 

Meetings ; November 12, Parish Hall, 7 p.m.—social night ; November 27, Wellesley Hall, 
Salamanca Barracks, 7.45 p.m.—Branch mecting. Miro. 


BELFAST.—Our chief news during the summer is that we have been promoted to the 
rank of Branch; we hope to receive our Lamp in December. At our last meeting in August 
we had our keenest debate on “ Is there a civic spirit?” Our chief enemy is agenda, and 
a Shefücld visitor told us that we were much too proper, an unusual complaint from an 
Englishman. We must have more English visitors to reform us! During the holidays a few 
members met weekly, and the motor-drives for disabled men went on as usual, We have 
procured rooms of our own from November 1, and plan a ** house-warming " for November 4. 
With the rooms and a Lamp we shall grow. We have at the moment about 7o members, and 
the enthusiasm of individuals is great. L.W.H. has been mooted, and when the women of 
Ulster have been consulted, we shall go ahead. Our next quest is a secretary. We have two, 
but one would be enough, if we could find him | Par. 


BRISTOL: MARK LX.—After a summer lapse of two months we resumed Guest nights on 
Thursday, October 2. A record attendance heralded the re-opening, and we think Canon 
Sewell, who spoke to us on “ Royalties " enjoyed the evening almost as much as we did. On 
the 16th Foster continued the subjc&t from an entirely different angle, and gave us an extremely 
interesting and instructive discourse on the Andamanese. Please note that we propose to hold 
our Birthday Party on Wednesday, December 10. All the local Toc Emmas and most mem- 
bers of the Bath Group will join us, but we can find room for any other members who happen 
to be in the neighbourhood that night, so kindly accept this as a hearty invitation. Details 
arc not yet arranged, but the gencral idea may be summed up as—Service, Supper, Song. 

wW. S.G. 

BROMLEY.— Meetings: In Room 5, United Services’ Club, London Road. November 7, 
Public mecting of Toc H in the large hall adjoining United Services’ Club, 8 p.m., Tubby, 
Alex. Birkmire, &e. ; November 8, “ Tic-Tocs," at Bickley Hall (proceeds divided between 
expenses of concert party and Bromley Branch); November ir, All hands to League of 
Nations! meeting ; November 18, Canon Thompson of Hayes on “Old Bromley; Novem- 
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ber 27, the Branch helps the “ Tic-Tocs " to entertain men at the Pensions’ Hospital at 
Orpington ; December 4, Arnold Clark, Boys' Life Brigade Commissioner for London ; Decem- 
ber 9, Business meeting. 


CANADA, MARK I.—Almost every member is caught up in the maelstrom of preparation 

for our Winnipeg Toc H Carnival at the Board of Trade on O&ober?z4 and 25—this in 
addition to his ordinary service work. Fortunately, we arc backed untiringly by the Women 
Helpers, who will decide to form a league so soon as the Carnival is putover. Great optimism 
Prevails since the visit of Hurst, the Hon. Treasurer from London, who was on his way West 
On a busincss trip. 
Residents in the House increase every week, so that we soon hope to make it support 
itself casily. Branch activities thrive. Our radio broadcasting, so helpful last winter to 
hospital patients and other shut-ins, is to be revived this winter. In Mark I (c) there will be 
weekly alterations of business, initiation of members, address and social evening. The 
memory of the Toc H clowns who enlivened the Orphans’ Picnic deserves perpetuation. 
Owing to mispronunciation of a word, an enquiry reached us via the Broadcasting Station 
as to whether we were “Talk H ۱۳ Letsopenot ! City BEE. 


Some personal notes: What we have lost the East will gain in the departure of Sir A. 
Nanton, one of our Presidents, who leaves soon for Montreal. Edward Dwyer, of Mark IV, 
arrived in the summer and spent five happy days with us; he is now settled on a farm near 
Brandon (write to him c.o. A. Hargreaves, R.R.4, Brandon, Manitoba). David, of the 
Cardiff Branch, was onc of the wise men who left the train for twenty-four hours at Winni- 
peg; he should now be addressed as Toc H correspondent at Berry Creek, Alberta. Nobbs 
and Biddle are also now resident in Alberta, and Daglish is in Prince Albert. All these are 
centres for the growth of Toc H in the West. Harry Moss has charge of the Mission districts 
of Roblin and Grand View, in Manitoba, and expeéts to spend the winter at St. John’s College, 
Winnipeg. D. M. Lethbridge is now living at 207, Archway Road, Highgate, and should be 
in touch with a London Branch by now. C. T. Best, one of our older members, was married 
on July 7 to Evelyn Barrow, by Archdeacon Thomas, assisted by the Rev. “ Tibby." The 
first breach in the ranks of Mark I (c) by death is to be recorded: B. C. Sharman was 
called home suddenly, and we miss him at every mecting. Hanc. 


CANADA: MARK If.—We are writing to let you know that Toc H is establishing itself 
permanently in Toronto. We held our first general meeting on Tuesday, O&obcr 7, and on 
Tuesday, October 14, had our first Guest night at which we had 5o present The speakers were 
very enthusiastic, and it augured well for the future. We were reccived by the Prince during 
his stay in Toronto, on the Morning of O&ober 16. We hope by Christmas to be running on a 
very sound basis ; wc have at present nine men in the House and about forty applications for 
membership. Kindest regards to Toc H in the Old Country on behalf of all members in 
Toronto. FRANK B. WEBB. 


CARDIFF.—W'e are very hot on the scent of new H.Q., and before the next JOURNAL 
appears wc hope to have “ a home fit for heroes." Padre Birkmire is to be with us on October 
31, and, ncedless to say, we have waited eagerly for his arrival. Alick has taken his blazer 
off again and is settling down seriously to his task as jobmaster : he has opened his innings 
with some rather hefty Care Committee work. 

Meetings : Every Monday at 7.30, at Maskell's Café, Queen's Street. November 1o, E. R. 
Appleton (of the “ Beacon و(‎ Station director, B.B.C., chats on “ Wireless." Communion 
services : First Sunday in the Month—C. of E., with our Padre, at St. Dyfrig's Church, 9 a.m. 
Free Church, with Rev. Phillip Rogers, at Charles Street Congregational Church, 10 a.m. 
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CHELTENHAM.—Our Boys’ Club is open once again, in a poor and neglcéted part of the 
town. Jewell, Urwin and their lieutenants are meaning to make things hum in this direction. 
We already have an average attendance of nearly 50 boys. Thomas, Keay and Goss, with 
valuable assistance from Murray, are tackling a very big job in conne&ion with the “ Boys’ 
After-Care Committee," and we are hoping for developments here. About 16 of our members 
went to Gloucester on October 2, where the new Group had arranged a bumper meeting for 
their fir$t kick-off. It was a memorable night, and augurs wcll for thc future of Toc H in 
Gloucester. Heartiest good wishes in their efforts to lay a sure foundation, and the best of 
luck in building on it. [See also Glonceffer notes.—Ep.] We have successfully run a Whist 
Drive and Dance to rake in some money, and have also had a speaker, Capt. F. B. Baker, 
Assistant Commisioner to the National Savings Committee, to tell us how to save. Now, 
who is coming to our Birthday Party on November 15 ? Birkmire is our “ big gun,” and 
Pat will be there, too. They will jointly conduct a short service of Intercession at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church before the “ hubbub " begins. With Pat at St. Stephen's all 
day on Sunday, we shall have a real Toc H week-end. CLERICUS. 


COLCHESTER. —Our little branch, with its orange and black room at St. George’s Club, 
is still very much alive, although it has been faced with a bit of a poser in the resignation of its 
first secretary, W. L. Praed, who is now too busy as manager of 2 boys’ club in London to hold 
the reins here. At the opening event of the winter session, a family gathering at Day's 
Restaurant, at which General Skinner and Padre R. H. Jack were present, the branch wished 
Praed God-speed in his work for boys under the Toc H banner. W. C. Paston was elected 
secrctary and T. R. Slack assistant secretary. 

Meeting : November 24, whist drive at Wright’s Restaurant, 7 p.m. W.C. P. 


COVENTR Y.— Meetings : At 24, Bishop Street. November 4, Executive meeting (7.30 
p.m.) ; November 7, Guest night and discussion ; November 14, Mr. Suddens, Jun. ; Novem- 
ber 21, Guest night and discussion ; November 28, Discussion with the W.E.A. ; December 5, 
Padre Sawbridge. 


CROYDON.— Meetings : At Eldon House (corner of Lansdowne and Wellesley Roads, East 
Croydon) November 6, Bing on “No more war"; November 20, Padre Hutchinson ; 
December 4, George Moore on “ Scouting.” 


DEWSBURY.— Meetings : Every Thursday, at the Temperance Hall, 7.30 p.m. Novem- 
ber 19 or 24, Annual branch meeting and elcétion of officers ; December 4, H. F. Shaw on “ The 
League of Nations." On November 7, second annual Toc 11 Ball at the Town Hall. 


F. MALAY STATES.—On September 4 the Hon. Sec. leétured at the D. R.C. to an audience 
of about 20 on “ Rudyard Kipling." On September و‎ a most informal confab, of which no 
notice was issued, was held. Jenks, E.K.A., Nash, Pinchard, and the Hon. Sec. welcomed 
He&or Ross and Basil Lewis, who had just joined up. The Hon. Sec. reported the joining of 
Harold Ward, the first member from Sumatra, and that at least seven others had literature 
with a view to considering joining. He also urged that, until better jobs turned up, the 
D.R.C. debates and the writing of articles for Church notes needed support ; so far, only three 
had written articles, and only five had taken sides in debates. E.K.A. and Jenks pointed 
out that some of the members were already full up of Toc H jobs. Besides previous activities, 
they were coaching the non-Europeans at hockey one afternoon each weck, and teaching 
signalling, drill and physical jerks to the Girl Guides. After discussion it was decided— 
(4) That debates should be made a monthly fixture and a regular roster put up. Nash under- 
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took the job for O&ober. (b) Pinchard undertook to write an article on the value of scouting 
for the next issue of Perak Church Notes. The Hon. Sec. was asked to request all members 
who could not help with the local debates to show cause why they should not each write an 
article and send it in to him. (<¢) To send Toc H literature, when available, to Charlie Wilson 
and Col. J. P. Swettenham. (4) That a more formal meeting be held in O&ober. With so 
many new members in the offing and Toconite spreading rapidly, the confab broke up in 
most cheerful spirits. ا‎ ii 

GLASGOW.— Meetings : At H.Q., 140, Douglas Strect, once a wcek on alternating Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays, viz., Wed., November 5; Fri, November 14; Wed., November 19; 
Er November 28; Wed., December 3. On all other nights H.Q. is open from 7.30 p.m. 
til! ? a.m. 

GLOUCESTER.—The Gloucester Group at present consists of Padre Helm, M.C., and three 
members, Pace, Roberts and Dimmer, who, in the best Muscovite manner, have divided up 
the cushy jobs of treasurer, jobmaster and secretary for preliminary measures. 'The first 
meeting was held at Botherways Café on October 2, when many of the Cheltenham Branch 
accelerated our plunge into the deep end. Urwin gave us the historical and Padre Hodson 
the spiritual approach to Toc H, while Padre Hubbard fathered the meeting. The second 
meeting was held on O&ober 10, and ro were present. A discussion on ways and means 
solidified into a resolve, first, to give practical assistance to down-and-out ex-Service men, 
and then to tackle the problem of boys leaving school. Several applications for membership 
have been reccived, and there is plenty of work for Toc H in Gloucester. 


HAMMERSMITH.— We started our weekly meetings on September 17, when the Rev. H. C. 
Eden and the Rev. G. N. Walsh, local celebrities, were present. The former invited us to a 
social and to hold a talk on Toc H. Ellison came down and gave us the pros and cons of 
Toc H, and this mecting was the means of securing two or three recruits. The padre, job- 
master and secretary were elected as representatives on the Diocesan Conference. On October 8 
Tubby turned up about 9 p.m. (and nearly missed the chicken bone which he had arranged for 
the cook to grill at 7 p.m.). There were 50 members and prospective members present, and his 
talk gave us all a big fillup. On October 15 we read the play “ She stoops to conquer," which 
provided great fun. On October 22 our Group debated at Mark I on “ Capital punishment," 
vith Colonel May in the chair—a most enjoyable evening. We have arranged to have a game 
or two at our meetings, so that members who get tired can retire and play a bit. 

Meetings at Hampshire House, King Strect, 8 p.m. November 5, Mock trial; Novem- 
ber 12, Visit from Lewisham Branch ; November 19, Speaker ; November 26, Play by Toc H 
members ; December 3, Games. 

ILFORD.— Meetings : At 58, Mayfair Avenue. November 5, Dr. Cokkinnis on “ Purity 
and Health " ; November 2o, Barkis; December 5, A. E. Lambert. 

ISLINGTON.—During August we hibernated, but woke up on September 11 in order to 
cat a slap-up supper—our first attempt of the kind. A round-chair sing-song wound up the 
evening. Thirty-two fellows rolled up, and it was a great success, an excellent start for the 
winter. The group now seems firmly set upon its feet. It is over twenty strong, and is in 
touch with a large number of other people. Although we are carrying on at present without 
a jobmaster, every member is busy, and there is plenty of work ready for any idle chaps that 
come along. E.G.G. 

LEICESTER.—-O&tober 15 witnessed a special mock-trial. Neighbouring groups came in 
good numbers and much merriment resulted. The chief aim was to entice as many younger 
members to speak as possible, but it was only partially successful. So many * filed up ”’ for 
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Prayers afterwards that the chapel was far too small ; so we had Prayers elsewhere. It was a 
goodly sight. Saturday, O&ober 18, was Sailors’ Day. It wasa great success, and the British 
and Foreign Sailors’ Society fund did well. Many of our members worked behind the scenes, 
some well into the early hours of Sunday morning. On O&ober 22 the Rev. H. E. Lumsdale, 
Organising Secretary of the Waits and Strays’ Society, gave us a talk. Quite a number of 
branch members promised to help in one way or another. Another bunch of visitors from 
newly-formed groups again visited us. Certain energetic members of Mark XI are making 
great efforts to start new groups in the county, and their work is having considerable success. 
October 29, being Polling day, the Speaker for the evening agreed to come later in the year. 
Alec. Paterson spent a few hours in the House, but owing to a misunderstanding few people 
were about to greet him. The loss is ours. If he will give us another chance, we promise 
him the reception he merits. C.O. 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD.— It seems to have escaped the notice of Toc H that a very small 
Group was formed in this town some two months ago. It owes its origin direétly to Cyril 
Hubbins (a native of the town and a student at Lichfield Theological College), and indireétly 
to Padre Royle (who started the Group at Lichfield) on the one hand ; and on the other to 
the ubiquitous Tomlin family of Kensworth Group, who did most of the talking, and to “ the 
Twins.’ The Elder Twin lent the motor to get there, and the Younger Twin drove it. 
Little is known of the Group as yet. ONE OF THE TWINS. 


LEWISHAM.— Meetings : At Ryan’s, 301, High Street, 8 p.m. November 5, F. C. Froud 
(Maidstone Branch); November 7, Visit to Bromley Branch ; November 12, Visit to Hammer- 
smith Group ; November 21, Alex. Birkmire ; December 2, Guest night for Scouters, Cubbers, 
Rovers and C.L.B. officers. 


LINCOLN.—-Toc H activities in Lincoln are increasing. It has been brought to our notice 
that technical books, periodicals, &c., are required for the County Hospital, and our members 
arc making efforts to obtain them. Four or five of us visited the Mental Hospital on O&ober 26 
and played games with the patients ; more visits are being arranged. A request for members 
to visit sick people was received by our jobmaster, and two have already undertaken this. 
The boys’ club is proceeding satisfactorily. On November 3 R. C. Fanthorpe (“ Fanny ”), of 
Nottingham Branch, is going to give us a talk on the blind. “ Peggy " Lodge visited us on 
October 23, and the branch is grateful to him for a pleasant evening and useful advice. T.G. 


LONDON : MARK J.—The branch has met throughout October. ‘The vexed question of 
sifting the membership has resulted in the transfer of several members to the London general 
list, and others, at their own request, to their own nearby branches. At the general meeting 
on O&ober 15 our chairman, Col. May, was unanimously re-elected for the new session. Padre 
Horan (who was introduced to the branch on September 17) was elected branch Padre. Chal- 
lans functions as jobmaster and Clarke as branch secretary. On October 8 and 22 most enthu- 
siastic debates were held with the Chelsea and Hammersmith groups respectively. It is to the 
foresight of Bradders, when acting as branch secretary, that we owe, amongst other things, 
this successful method of developing the individual branch life. On October 29 Dean Inge 
honoured us with a visit and gave a most interesting résumé of his proposed course of le&ures 
in U.S.A. 

Meetings : Every Wednesday, 8 p.m. (supper 7 p.m.) November 5, Arthur Blake on 
“ Hogarth's London” (lantern) ; November 12, Business ; November 19, W. W. Hind-Smith 
on “Dr. Barnardo's Homes ” (lantern); November 26, His Honour Judge Sir Edward Bray 
on “The Working of the County Courts " ; December 3, business. F. W.M. 
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LONDON : MARK 11.—4 full program has been carried out by the branch during October, 
and the Guest nights cach wcek have bcen very well attended. On O&ober 2 Mr. Cecil King 
talked to us about “ Wembley's Model Ships," of which he is the designer ; on the gth, Miss 
E.G. Kemp told us of her experiences in China ; on the 16th, Gen. Sir Geo. Milnc gave us a 
short history of the campaign in Salonica during the period when he was Commander-in-chief ; 
on the 23rd, Mr. Alfred Hoare, the well-known authority on Banking, explained the intricacies 
of the National Debt to us; and on the 30th, Maj.-Gen. Sir Wm. Thwaites gave us some 
reminiscences of the time when he commanded the 46th Division in France, his description of 
a Trench Raid carried out by one of his battalions being particularly fine. At the invitation 
of Padre Orton we ate now lending a hand with a junior club which he has started in conneétion 
with St. Andrew’s, Battersea, a particularly stiff proposition, covering one of the roughest 
distriéts in Battersea, and are able to report good progress. We have also been supplying the 
orchestra for a social club held every Monday in the same parish. We are now in touch with 
the St. Dunstan's. After-Care Society, and three of their members come to the House each 
Weck to be read to by one of the branch. Itis hoped to extend this work in the future. 

Meetings : Every Thursday at 8 pm. November 6, Hamilton Fyfe (Editor of the Daily 
Herald) ; November 13, Col. Jenkins on “ Rugby Football"; November zo (Ladies' Night), 
Barry Jackson on * The Drama”; November 27, Robert Atkins (of the “Old Vic.") on 
" The Theatre and the People "; December 4, Eric Lawford (F.M.S. Branch) on ** The Malay 
States" ; December 1 1, Social Service Union lecture. W. S. H. 


LONDON : MARK IIL— Meetings : Every Wednesday, 8 p.m. (Supper, 7 p.m.) Novem- 
ber 12, St. John’s Men’s Club visit the House; November 19, Whist drive ; November 26, 


Icture ; December 3, leéture. 


LONDON : MARK VIL—AMeetings : Every Thursday, 8 p.m. (Supper, 7 p.m.) Novem- 
ber 13, Sir W. Grant Wilson on “ The Borstal Association.” 


LONDON SPORTS CLUB—Soccer : The season has opened in very promising fashion, 
and the 1st XI has not been defeated since January last—when Aquarius won at New Barnet 
(3-2) in the 4th round of the A.F.A. Cup. This season the 1st XI has been excused the 
Qualifying rounds, and appears in the first round proper on November 22. For the draw 
please enquire from H.Q. or see the Press. We hope for a big crowd of supporters. All three 
clevens have had excellent matches, and the results up-to-date appear below :— 

154 XI. Reserves. 
| Sept. 20 v. Carshalton Reserves Lost 1-3 


Sept. 20 v. Carshalton .. .. Won 2-1 
» 27 v. Midland Bank .. Draw 1-1 » 27 » OldMercers A" ,. Won 7-0 
Oct 4 » Ealing Pe .. Won 3-2 Oct. 4 v. Chigwell School .. Won 1o-1 
» 18 Army Crusaders .. Won 6-3 | „ 11 (A.F.A. Junior Cup) 
2§ pr. Charterhouse .. Won 4-1 | v. St. Mary Magdalene Lost o-2 
«qr XT. | |, 18 v. Aegean F.C. .. Lost 2-5 
Sept. 27 v. Old Stationers “A” Won 2-0 | 4 2$ Charterhouse znd XI Won 6-2 
Oct. 4 (A.F.A. Minor Cup) | 
v. Barclays Bank 3rd | Sangutnarians. 
DoD ru T .. Lost 2-5 ۱0۲ 1 v. Merton 59 .. Draw 1-1 
» 11 vw. Alexandra Park 3rd 5 8 v.B. S. Fairfield’s XI Draw 3-3 
EISE. T. .. Won 4-2 » 22 v. British Museum .. Won 6-o 
» 18 pv. Old Roans Reserves Lost 1-5 » 29 ¥ H.A.C 25 .. Lost 2-j 
» 25 #. Old Owens "B" .. Lost 1-3 | 
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FIXTURES FOR NovemMBER—ist XI: Nov. 8, v. Ipwich Town, at Ipswich; Nov. 15,7. 
Lancing College, at Shoreham ; Nov. 22, A.F.A. Cup; Nov. 29, v. St. Thomas’ Hospital, at 
Chiswick. Sanguinarians : Nov. 19, v. London University, at New Barnct. STUART. 


Rrgger : After a spirited opening on O&tober 4 against the Southern Railway, whom we 
defeated 12-3, the 16 XV has had a series of slight defeats, in every case our opponents 
scoring a fatal 13. We lost to Berkhamsted on October 11 by 3 pts.~13 ; to Witanon October 8 
by 6-13; to the Artists’ Rifles on O&tober 25 by o-13. To the superstitious we say that three 
successive 15's will appease the fates, and to the team “ a great deal more snap will improve 
the gingerbread.” The “A” XV has fared no better—but the season is yet young. Coming 
fixtures on the Barnet ground include :—November 2, “A” XV v. Saracens “ B" ; Novem- 
ber 15, 1& XV v. King's College Hospital “ A”; November 29, “A” XV v. Witan “A”; 
December 6, 16۲ XV v. London Rifle Brigade ; December 13, 1st XV r. Old Blues Extra “ A.” 

F. W. M. 


LONDON * SHOWS."— November 5, Drama League plays Clemence Dane's “ A Bill of 
Divorcement,” at Cripplegate Theatre, Golden Lane, E.G. 1, 8 p.m. Proceeds to London 
Federation of Toc H; November 8, “ Tic-Tocs " at Bickley Hall, Bromley و‎ November 10, 
““Tic-Tocs " at Working Men's College, Crowndale Road, N.W. 1; November 27, “ Tic- 
Tocs " at Orpington Hospital. 


LUTON.—The newly-formed group has now really got a move on. A syllabus has been 
drawn up for meetings, and promises to be very interesting. Already the group has taken 
part in a public conference at the Friends’ Adult School, and our members were responsible 
for some of the best speeches. We are looking after an old lady in the town, and shall be 
doing something for children at Christmas. From November 3 members begin to take part 
in a housing survey, for which there is real need here. We are approaching the police-court 
missioner to offer our help. About twenty members have joined, and new recruits come 
forward at nearly every meeting. We don’t intend to remain as a group for long! 


Meetings : At Hallet's Restaurant, November 6, H. Lance on “ The Nationalisation of Coal 
Mines”; November 13, T. Skelton on “ The Capital Levy " ; November 20, E. Parsons on 
the C.O.P.E.C. Report on “ Property and Industry " ; November 27, Football Debate—S. 


Hoar and J. J. Hunt; December 4, P. A. Edwards on “ Team Management” ; December 11, 
Lucas on “ The Scout Movement.” 


MAIDA VALE has been gradually building on a solid foundation during the past few 
months, and now that we have been fortunate enough to secure a suitable place for Guest 
nights, we hope to increase in numerical strength. Our Guest nights have been interesting : 
especially we thank Stavey, our fellow-member, for his excellent talk on “ East Africa.” The 
combined sing-song with Mark III was enjoyed by all, and we made the discovery of “ Ebenc- 
zer” as some violin player. 


Meetings : At Cumberland House (opposite Warwick Avenue Station). November 5, Guest 
night; November 6, Members at prize-giving for window-box competition, St. Mary 
Magdalen Girls’ School, Ranelagh Road; November 19, Guest night; December 3, Guest 
night. JOHNNIE Jl. 


MANCHESTER.—The most important events in Mark IV this month have, so to speak, 
taken place outside it. Manchester has shown its good sense by choosing as its Lord Mayor 
Alderman Fred West, one of our keenest members, who, by the way, has decided, during his 
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yeat of office, to give up his whole time to civic affairs. We don't know whether the idea was. 


hatched out between him and Pat, but anyhow there is to be an echo of the Birthday Party on 
December 15, when representatives of Manchester and all its children—Salford, Stockport, 
Altrincham and the rest —are going to join for a Birthday service in some central church and 
then for a Birthday mccting in the Lord Mayor's Parlour. We have taken on two big pieces 
of work recently and have begun to get them going this month. Firstly, Henshaw’s Blind 
Asylum, containing about eighty boys, is now to have its recreation run by Toc H. Secondly, 
the University, which possesses a model school close to Mark IV, possesses also a conscience, 
and felt it would like to have the premises made of use to the community at night. It has 
therefore offered them to us on certain evenings to use as a boys’ club. Of course, we had to 
accept such an offer. It is a big job, but our strategists in that line are thinking out their 
schemes— with results which we hope to give later. Old members may like to know that our 
first Warden, Herbert Chambers, is just about to be married, in China. F.G. C. 


MANSEIELD.—During the past month we have been visited by Grantibus and Peggy, 
both of whom have given us interesting and helpful talks. One outcome of Peggy's visit is 
that we have decided to form a “ Copec " study circle, and among other ideas which he put 
before us were thosc of running a hospital library and forming a council of social service for 
the town. Barkis has signified his willingness to attend our first Guest night on November 14. 
The Group is still growing, and jobs fall upon us thick and fast. TAFFY. 


NORTHAM PTON.—\We commenced our Winter Session on Wednesday, September 24, 
with a Service in the Chapel of Remembrance at All Saints’ Church, when Geof. Lunt (in the 
unavoidable absence of Padre Crocker) gave us aninspiring address. Afterwards we adjourned 
to the Hull Buildings for business. A strong attack was launched against the time-honoured 
custom of tea and buns at meetings, but was satisfactorily repulsed. Other branches should 
remember our gallant stand in this direétion, and may cite us as a precedent should they be 
similarly oppressed. Our jobmaster was given authority to provide schemes for making us 
work, which he has admirably done. A monthly list is issued and given to each member with 
the work he has to do for the month. We are assisting with the following :—Scouts, Deaf and 
Dumb Visiting, Fatherless Boys’ Scheme, Rest Room for Unemployed. Our membership is 
now about so, and we feel we are now getting the hang of things, and are in excellent spirits. 
We have had under discussion the question of admittance of new members, and after a lengthy 
debate arrived at the following :—'* That prospective members attend six branch meetings, 
and in the meantime, with other members, aétually attend or participate in some of our work 
before being proposed and elected by our jobmaster and selection committee.” This may be 
of interest to other branches who have this matter under notice. Lastly, we have pleasure in 
announcing that Padre Crocker is engaged to be married. We wish him good luck. 

Meetings : Second and fourth Wednesdays in the month at 8 p.m., at Go, Bridge Street. 


NORTH STAFEFS.—We commenced our Winter Session with an address on the I.C.F. by 
“Now’t,” the local LC.F. agent, who is also a member of Mark II. On September 24 we 
had an address on the Workers’ Educational Association by Mr. Hobson, the local secretary. 
On Ottober 22 we spent a very interesting evening listening to an able le&ture on “ Old New- 
castle-under-Lyme,” by Mr. T. Pape. We also welcomed “ Binks " amongst us for the first 
time. ke will be a great help. O€ober 4 found several of us at Endon at the C.E.M.S. 
Conference. One of our members, “ Bonniface," opencd the discussion on “ Christianity in 
Industry." The Bishop of Lichfield was chairman. We were very distressed to hear of 
“ Oogaf's " illness, and particularly as he had arranged to be in the Potteries on October 26 
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at three scrvices. Binks” has willingly stepped into the breach for one of the services. 
“Gunner " is to read the Lesson at the local public service on Armistice Day. We are also 
helping at the League of Nations mecting in the evening. 


NORTHWICH.—-The Branch gi arty was held in our new room on October 9. A 
party of members and their friends and relations numbering about a hundred, had a potato-pic 
supper, followed by short speeches and a sing-song. Pat Leonard was to have been our chief 
guest, but his (shall we say ?) car broke down en route, much to our and his regret. We had 
been rash enough to tell Wally " of Mark IV that there was a piano available-—-but we all 
survived. ‘ Eric" and Co. of Altrincham helped us considerably. This was the “ house- 
warming" of our new room, for which we are greatly indebted to Col. Sauer, our president. 
In it a lads' club, which we are to run jointly with the Northwich Rotary Club, is shortly to be 
Started. Everything promises well for a good winter programme. f 

Meetings : Every Thursday at 8 p.m. in the Old School, Navigation Road. D. H. 


NORWICH.—We look like being quite busy during the next few months. ‘fhe Enter- 
tainment Committee opened their season with an excellent concert by their newly-formed 
concert party. A most interesting lecture with unique lantern slides of China and Japan, by 
Rev. C. C. Lanchester, was followed by a bit of a thrill in the resignation (which he has been 
considering for a long time) by Pearson of the secretaryship. Smith chara¢teristically stepped 
into the breach, so all is well. Chapman of Mark II and Alex Birkmire of H.Q. were two 
very welcome visitors at a recent meeting. Alex, of course, was made to “ say a few words.” 
Two members have recently conferred honours on the Group :— Johnnie Greene (formerly 
well known as the baby of Mark ۷ 11 in its early days) by being made secretary of the Knutsford 
Group, where he is gone to work with the intention of becoming a padre; and Dr. Pope by 
being chosen as the Lord Mayor cleét of Norwich. "These new positions will give to each of 
them especial opportunities for personal service. Dr. Pope is well known for his keenness to 
improve the housing conditions of the slums of Norwich, and Colchester Branch kindly sent us 
congratulations on this Toc H appointment. Volunteers have readily responded to a request 
for help at coming C.F, Bazaar; and also a request for conveying home a patient from the 
Eye Infirmary met with a quick response by a member who has a side-car. 

Meetings on alternate Wednesdays and Fridays at the Curat House. WRITER. 


NOTTINGHAM.—Since last we sent in news we have been promoted to Branch status. 
This piece of work improved the morale of this outpost a good deal. Nothing spectacular has 
been accomplished, but some very necessary work has been done. Being so young as aGroup, 
meetings were kept on weekly “ during the months of oppressive heat." Perhaps the most 
distinctive work we have undertaken has been the extension of a club for blind boys. For 
some time we have been getting used to conditions, and now we have taken over the running 
of aclub at the Royal Midland Institution for the Blind. Specially made draught boards and 
punched cards for whist are provided. We have also a boys’ club to look after, the membership 
of which is made up of youths aged from 16 to 22. This is a very different job from the blind 
boys’ club. It is much more difficult really to know these elder ones, but we hope to have 
some good recruits from it for Toc H. Meantime we are trying to make a genuine success of it 
—not just the bagatelle-quoits-parallel-bar show it is at present. October 24 was devoted to 
* grousing," but it was remarkable how threadbare most “ grouses ” Jooked when held up to the 


light. 
Meetings: We arc ** at home " on Tuesdays and hold a meeting on Fridays at the Social 
Guild Room, Howard Street (behind the L.N.E.R. main station). Husxo. 
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OXFORD.— Jock Gillespie has descended upon us from the very wilds of Africa to be our 
new secretary. That is our chief news. The whole branch is very sorry to see the back of 
Clarkson as gencral secretary and Fisher as assistant secretary; but they are Still with us, 
and not only in spirit! On October 22, a record number turned up at the Wingficld Hospital 
to take patients to the Bristol Rugger Match— 17 men to 14 wheel-chairs, and three had to be 
sent away. The new term has brought a welcome number of hardened members from other 
branches, so altogether things look pretty bright. 

Meetings during this term : In St. Aldate’s Parish Room, 8.15 p.m. November 6, Sir Frederick 
Maurice on “ Working Men's Colleges  ; November 13, F. F. Vincent on “ Rotary Clubs ” ; 


November 20, Grantibus ; November 27, Branch meeting ; December 18, Christmas party. 
H. W. B. 


PORTSMOUTH. Meetings : At 163, Vi&oria Road North, 8 p.m. November رو‎ Armistice 
Sunday, C. Communion, 8 a.m., St. James’s Church, Milton ; November 11, The Night, “ They 
grow not old" ; November 18, Study Circle, “ Property " (C.O.P.E.C. Report); November 25, 
Club night ; December 2, Guest night, Mr. J. McCartney ; December رو‎ Study Circle, “ Rela- 
tionship of the Sexes " (C.O.P.E.C. Report); December 16, Birthday Party. 


RETFORD.— After a short timc we are able to prove that there is a small group in this 
ancient borough. The light begins to burn more steadily. Our work for the last month has 
centred round two things—a flag day for the blind, and the cleaning of our new billet. JELLY. 


SHEFFIELD.— It is hoped to send a good contingent to the Birthday Festival, and a party 
of so-called singers is said to be preparing to startle the London audience. There are rumours 
of more ncighbouring groups starting at Doncaster and elsewhere ; we wish them all luck and 
hope occasionally to send missionaries to see them. In this conneétion we want to suggest that 
every branch and group should consider how to ensure a steady flow of visitors from one to 
another. This will probably involve the consideration of meeting part of the travelling 
expenses, but the fresh ideas which visitors and hosts receive and the spread of the knowledge of 
Toc H work are such desirable things as to make it worth while. Our internal news is that 
Dilly has returned from a holiday in time to vote, and that this month is seeing many changes 
among the hostellers of Mark VIII. “Long Tom," our House Secretary, goes to London— 
good luck to him. 

Meetings : Every Wednesday in the House. November 5, “Guy Fawkes ” night for some 
kiddies ; November 26, Speaker; December 17, Branch Birthday party. After Christmas 
there will be the usual children's treat (last year’s was a “ howling ” success !) Mac. 


SLEAFORD.--Ottober has seen a welcome revival in the activities of the branch. Co- 
operating with the British and Foreign Sailors’ Society, a successful whist drive and dance was 
held on October 8, the proceeds for that Society amounting to over£11. The Education Com- 
mittee have recently opened a Free Library in the town, and four members are acing as 
librarians. On Saturday, October 25, a meeting was held at Leasingham for the purpose of 
initiating new members from Cranwell R.A.F., where Toc His making headway. A thoroughly 
enjoyable evening was spent, the results of which will be secn in the future. Our thanks are 
due to E. G. Pogson for providing the room for the meeting and also to Mrs. Cox for catering. 
We are at present engaged in an ambitious effort to provide Sleaford with a Boot and Stocking 
Fund for poor children. Such a scheme has not been attempted here before, and we hope to 
receive sufficient support to enable us to provide boots for the many children who are in rcal 
need of them. We wish every success to W. Milne (“ Scrimmie ") who has started this term 


at Burgh Missionary College, and offer him our condolences on the result of the General 
R. B. 
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SOUTHAMPTON.—" Talbot House ” (see page 299) is not our only offshoot. We have 
groups firmly established in Eastleigh, some 25 Strong, and Woolston, over the water, num- 
bering 14. We have had some excellent Guest nights at Mark V, where Studdert EOS 
not only spoke to us on the work of the LC.E., but was our guest for the weck-end. On 
O&ober 20 we had a house warming of the new Headquarters of the Woolston Group in Weston 
Grove Road. We have entertained the Deaf and Dumb, and the Blind Socicties, and have 
every chance of a rcal busy winter. Perhaps one of the most healthy signs of the growing-up 
of the real Toc H spirit is the way parties of members and groups are visiting cach other, and 


going even as far aficld as Cheltenham, where we hope to go in quite large numbers on No- 
L.G.M. 


vember 15. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—We got {40 in our effort on behalf of the local War Memorial Fund, 
and, being in charge of the tickets, collected in a sum of £350. Two of our members attended 
the Northern “ Copec ” Conference held in Newcastle at the end of September. Their report 
was supplemented by a visit from Padre Slater of Benwell. The Rev. Norman W. Watson, 
director for N.E. Arca of the LC.F., spoke to us on October 23 on their movement, which 
has much in common with Toc H, and a link has been made. 


Meetings: Thursdays at 8 p.m. SCRIBBLER. 


SWINDON.— Having no member with a taste for sparc-time journalism, the name of our 
branch is a Stranger in “ Branch News," and this is almost an annual report. Our programme 
for the coming winter hasn’t very definite features yet. We hope to do as well as last year 
with interesting Gucst nights and mectings, when the Medical Officer of Health, the local Scout 
Commissioner (a branch member), Mr. Joyce, a well-known local naturalist, Mr. W. Richard- 
son, as secretary of the Swindon Hospital Carnival Committee, and others, addressed us. 
Spare time in May and June was devoted to preparations for our stunts in the Hospital féte, 
and, as a result, we were able to hand over £50. The Marlborough-Swindon Camp in August, 
under the devoted secretaryship of E. Bullock and his handful of assistants continues to grow 
in usefulness. [See report in Ottover JouRNAL.—En.| F. B. M. 


WIMBLEDON.— Meetings : Fortnightly at Welcome Hall, 8 p.m. November 6, all mem- 
bers required as Stewards for public meeting of Surrey and S. London Discharged Prisoners’ 
Aid Society (speakers, Alec Paterson and Rev. E. Keydon, Chaplain of Norwich Prison) ; 
November 7, Col. Hone on “ The National Savings Association " ; November 21, Beresford 
Ingram (chairman of Kennington Branch) on “ L.C.C. Evening institutes " ; December 5, 
Capt. W. J. C. Newton on “ Special Schools." : 


WORTHING.—The branch has sustained a great loss, in the departure of its vigorous and 
enthusiastic jobmaster, “ Dish," for Oxford, and we are sending him an illuminated address 
to let him know what we think of him. Our untiring secretary, Kerswell, has recently accepted 
the honorary secrctaryship of the local Boy Scouts’ Association, and we expcét to see that 
already healthy body doubling its size as a consequence. Our winter session opened with a 
“ free and casy ” on October 7, when the Lamp was lit by Gordge, and several new members 
were initiated with full ceremony ; while, at the invitation of the Brighton branch, some 20 
members went over to the East Sussex town on October 15, There they were hospitably 
entertained. We hope to return the compliment early next year. We make our half-yearly 
Corporate Communion on November 9, at St. Paul's Church, and on Armistice Day the Lamp 
is to be lit at a special service in Holy Trinity Church. "The annual general meeting is on the 
13th, and on December 2 we hope to receive a visit from Birkmire. M. A. P. 
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